Como Park Avian Inventory Protocol

1. Census area at least once a month at about the same time each month.  During breeding and migrating seasons, you may want to make visits more frequently depending on conditions.

2. Census under favorable weather conditions.  This will depend upon season as to what is considered favorable, but avoid high wind conditions and heavy precipitation.  During the breeding season, avoid counting if temperature is below 45(F as birds tend not to sing when it gets too cold.

3. Record weather conditions at the beginning of the census.  Include temperature in (F, wind direction and speed (mph), cloud cover to nearest tenth that covers sky, and precipitation (none, light snow, heavy snow, heavy mist, light drizzle, rain).

4. Record time began and time ended.  Do not start before a half before sunrise and do not end more than 4 hours after sunrise.

5. Walk the route the same way each time and at the same pace.  Pishing is allowed but do not use tapes during official census.  You may use them cautiously outside of official census and record them under incidental observations. Please indicate those species observed using tapes.

6. Count all birds observed and identify to species as best as possible.  Any birds not identified should be counted and included in the unidentified category.  Birds not included in the list should be filled in the blank spaces at the bottom of the list.

7. If you observe a species not observed during the official census at other times during the month, record them as an incidental observation.  You can include observations other people report to you.

Incidental observations:
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