CWOC Meeting Minutes

6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 10/24/11

Those present: Kelley, Deb, Sue, Teri, Josh

School Forest Update

· Application for Great River School will be approved by Amy Kay (USFS School Forest Coordinator) soon. CWOC is now a designated School Forest for Great River

· Crossroads Elementary has a School Forest application in process

· Strategy for the SPPS School Board resolution is to word it generically in order to apply to other SPPS schools (avoid going through School Board multiple times)

· Great River School and any other school forest schools will have first priority on submitting visiting dates

Megan Manhatton sent 3 proposed dates for CWOC walk-through tour dates.

· Identifying interpretive trail routes

· Staked out by 10/24/11

· Nov. 3 11:00 a.m. Thursday

· Nov. 9 1:00 p.m. Wednesday

· Nov. 9 3:30 p.m. Wednesday

· CWOC Advisors checked schedules for availability

· Teri will clarify if Megan wants teachers

· Nov. 9 @ 3:30 would work best for teachers

· Jess Ley @ Como Sr.

· Tim Chase @ Murray Jr.

No site work updates from Adam

Prairie plantings:
Andy (St. Paul Parks Volunteer Coordinator) said “we have enough volunteers”

Tim Chase (Murray Jr. High) offered honors students (they have bus money)

Great River School submitted an EE/OE MDE grant application and is waiting to hear back. Expecting notification by the end of next week.

Bruce Vento Nature Sanctuary:  Josh attended meeting on their curriculum.  Targeted to science and social studies for grades 7 and 8.  Full lessons will be available on the Lower Phalen Creek project website:  www.phalencree.org.  

This led to a discussion that there are three sites in St. Paul that schools are accessing for outdoor learning:  CWOC, Bruce Vento Nature Sanctuary and Big Urban Woods.  All three would benefit from teacher training, curriculum development and transportation assistance.  

Is there a way the CWOC could benefit from some of the organizations helping with these projects, primarily in terms of fiscal agents for grants?

CWOC thinking of non-profits for sponsors 

· Contact CDC – (Community Design Center) – Josh.

· Contact Eco Education – Josh 

· Partner with us for pursuing grants

· Fiscal Agent

· Educational opportunities

· EcoEd has(had) outreach programs to schools

· Incorporate existing outreach program in CWOC

· Collective Impact Grants for “popping” outdoor classrooms

· Big Urban Woods, Bruce Vento and CWOC.

· Capitol Region Watershed District – Teri

· Mark Donee = director

· Elizabeth Storey 

Website update

· ADD: Late summer early fall 2011

· Planting event and interpretive tours

· Asked to remove specific items

