Como Woods Outdoor Classroom Advisory Committee

May 18, 2009

MINUTES
Attendees:  Deb, Teri, Matt, Lisa, Jennifer, Kim, Joan, Josh, Adam.

1.  Approve minutes of April’s meeting

2.  Grants:  
LCCMR—summarize, next steps

CIB-what’s next in the process (CIB Public Hearing May 26, 6pm, at 

City Hall – last chance to improve our CIB Committee ranking).



BWSR grant/Ramsey County Conservation District

LCCMR-one major change to the grant was adding in 8 weeks of Megan’s time.  Adam mentioned that something that came up with the LCCMR presubmission review and in discussions with the Como Campus staff was we need to have a marketing plan for the site to connect with teachers along with details such as how to schedule and if a permit is needed. Deb made a suggestion to see how the Eliose Butler wildflower garden does their scheduling. What is next for this grant?  This summer we should hear if we are invited for further consideration.  Transportation-this money was taken out of the final budget.  Suggestions-could Como Conservancy help us secure grants for this.  Could we use the Como shuttle when they get their own bus (3 buses being built.)   
Some list minute discussions also included the web site and where it would be housed.  Looks like this will be with the city but still need to figure out how Jennifer may be able to get access to do updates.  There were also discussions with Como Campus to hold the website but that did not go anywhere at this time.  There does need to be two website one for the teachers and one for the advisory committee.

CIB-in the last ranking we unfortunately fell “below the red line”.  Deb, Matt, Josh, and Teri attended the 5/26 public hearing and testified on behalf of our project.  Final CIB recommendations are made in June.

BWSR grant-no discussion as Ann Heyer not at meeting but we encouraged Adam to follow-up with Ramsey County CD and Don.  There is money for native plants but a match is needed “non-state cash match.”  
3.  Great River School Award-Deb presented the award.
4.  Site work projects: 
Garlic Mustard Pull May 16





Elm Plantings May 21





MCC projects





Como HS spring field day-May 22

GM pull-had about 30 people, 26 students.  

Elm Plantings-happened on May 23-12 trees planted by MCC crew.

Como HS-14 students-Teri, Deb, and Lisa helped.  We saw 39 species of birds!  Site assessments went well.
5.  Any pool updates-no.  Later comment-there was a lot of testimony against the pool at the CIB hearings.  Comment--If the pool gets side tracked what does this mean for getting CWOC as part of the CP Master Plan.  We were planning getting included with the pool?

6.  Advisory committee leadership/membership-Deb is moving on to other volunteer opportunities.  This means also that Matt will not continue on the committee either.  Deb has committed to helping us follow up with the CIB and LCCMR grants.  Teri will continue as CWOC advisory committee chair person.  Teri will meet with Deb on June 6 about getting key files, documents.

7.  School Forest – next steps/ subcommittee-this was expanded to include the site logistics (ie scheduling, marketing, transportation).  Many have expressed an interest:
Josh-not available until Aug

Teri

Joan




Kim (here thru Aug)

Lisa




Adam

Megan




Sehoya

SPPS elem, middle, and high school science coordinators would also be very helpful.

Next steps-Teri will arrange an initial meeting in June, later afternoon, 3pm.
Comments:

· Tie in to state science standards as we develop materials

· Have ideas for different grade levels on  how to use the site

· Have ideas on website

· Could we survey teachers afterwards about their site visit, SPPS does use survey monkey. 

8.  Other items
· Park/Rec will  have a Youth Job Corps next summer.  Perhaps some work in the classroom could be done by them.

· Zoo-as part of the new polar bear exhibit there will be an emphasis on climate change and tree planting as mitigation.  Could planting in the woodland be part of that?

9. Next meeting – Monday September 14, 7 pm.  (note call Sehoya or Susan Jane to reserve the space.)

